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lAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

:ribut:ed office system provided w^Yi 
ter^ninal devices installed for a plurality gyf users, 
and' a server device connected to the terjppfinal devices 
via a communication channel, for displaying information 
on a screen of a terminal device Q<f each of the users, 
the information relating to th^ Dther users of said 
each user, comprising: 

working situation display means for collectively 
displaying an informa-^4^n aggregate including at least 
three types of information including an other user's 
working situation/ image, character information 
concerning an i^^bher user's working situation, and a 
diagram imajfe indicating an other user's virtual 
single-roie5m office as said information concerning the 
other yfeer on the screen of the terminal device of said 
user>< 



20 



25 



2. The distributed office s/stem according to 
claim 1, wherein the working si/uation display means 
displays information concernic^ VheytV-urality of users 
including the user himself ^d the other users in a 
virtual office area dispo^d on said screen, 

^i^^H/^. The distributed office system according to 

claim 2, wherein selecting >fef the user to be displayed 
in said virtual office arfea, and changing of 
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arrangement of a display poSsition of the information 
concerning the user are performed by a specific user. 



10 



15 



4. The distributee^ office system according to 
claim 2, wherein said v/orking situation display means 
displays a virtual usefr common space area including a 
meeting room, a training room, a data room, and a 
lounge with said viytual office area on the screen of 
said terminal device. 

C^p^^^^. The distributed ^ffice system according to 

claim 1, wherein said cheJracter information concerning 
the working situation ind;ludes at least one of user's 
name, a current working Situation, an operation 
content, a reason why the user is not working, a place 
where the user is, and /a future working schedule. 



claim 1, 
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The distributed office/ system according to 
wherein when telephoi?ie communication is 
performed via a telephone channel board disposed in 
said server device, the wo/rking situation display means 
displays character infornfation indicating that the user 
is on the telephone as said character information 
concerning the other vyser's working situation. 

7. The distributed office system according to 
claim 1, wherein wl^en said other user is resting, said 
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working sit;uat;ion display means does not display said 
other user's working situation Mnage, and displays an 
image indicating that said othe^ user is resting. 

8. The distributed office system according to 
claim 1, further comprising: / 

selecting means for selecting said other user's 
virtual single-room office cpn said screen; 

visitation input means/ for inputting visitation to 
said selected other user ' s /virtual single-room off Icel- 
and / 

virtual single-room ciffice display means for, when 
said visitation is inputted, displaying the inside of 
the virtual single-room dffice of a visited user on the 
screen of the terminal dJbvice of a visitor, wherein 

the screen in whicm the inside of the virtual 
single-room office of said visited user is displayed 
includes a visited useless working situation image, and 
a diagram image meaniAg fittings or fixtures of the 
visited user. K 

9. The distributed office system according to 
claim 1, further comprising: 

selecting means for selecting said other user's 
virtual single-roo/n office on said screen; 

visitation iAput means for inputting visitation to 
said selected othfer user's virtual single-room office; 
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1 office display means forj, when said visitation is 
inputted, displaying the insilde of the virtual single- 
room office of a visitor on the screen of the terminal 
device of a visited user, wherein 

the screen in which thd inside of the virtual 
single-room office of said \jisitor is displayed 
includes a visitor's working situation image, a diagram 
image meaning visitor's fittings or fixtures, and a 
diagram image indicating ani entrance door to the 
office, and said visitor's Lorking situation image is 
displayed in a window portijon of the door. 

10. The distributed iff ice system according to 
claim 1, further comprising: 

selecting means for delecting said other user's 
virtual single-room office on said screen; 

input means for inpurting visitation or telephone 
to said selected other usjer's virtual single-room 
office; and I 

telephone communication means by which when the 
visitation or the telephone to said other user's 
virtual single-room offiJce is inputted, said server 
device makes telephone dalls to telephone subscriber 
numbers registered beforehand of both the users via a 
telephone channel board/, so that telephone 
communication can be rdalized between the users. 
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11. The dis-tributed office system according to 
claim 1, wherein said terminal device comprises: 



cameras for photograph 



converting means for converting the users' images 



to compressed images with a 
3ls; and 
transmitting the converted 



said transmitted reduc 
displayed in the screens of 



ng users' images; 



photographed by the cameras 
predetermined number of pix 

transmitting means for 
images to said server device, 

said server device conprises 

generating means for generating a reduced 
compressed image by reducirg the number of pixels of 
the received image; and 

transmitting means for transmitting the generated 
reduced compressed images tD said terminal device, and 



sd compressed images are 
said terminal device as 



said other users' working sjituation images, 
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12. The distributed (iff ice system according to 
claim 8, wherein said termllnal device comprises: 



camera for photograpl 

converting means for 
photographed by the camerk 
predetermined number of p 

transmitting means f 
image to said server devibe, and 

said server device c< emprises: 



ing users' images; 
converting the users ' images 
to compressed images with a 
xels; and 

3r transmitting the converted 
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transmitting means for 
image of the visited user to 
device . 



terminal 



13. The distributed o 
claim 9, wherein said 

cameras for photograph 
converting means for 
photographed by the camera 
predetermined number of pi 

transmitting means for 
image to said server device 
said server device 
transmitting means for 
image of the visited user 
device . 



c invert: 



to 



transmitting the compressed 
the visitor's terminal 



j fice system according to 
device comprises: 
ng users' images; 

ing the users ' images 
compressed images with a 
s; and 

transmitting the converted 
and 
ses : 

transmitting the compressed 
the visitor's terminal 



xbI 



comori 



to 



14. The distributed office system according to 
claim 1, wherein when the working situation image of 
the other user using a portable terminal device having 



no camera as said terminal 
working situation display n 



registered beforehand in sciid server device. 



device is displayed, said 
eans displays a user's image 



15. The distributed i 
claim 1, wherein said work 
comprises setting means fo 



iffice system according to 
ng situation display means 
setting a frame rate by a 
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user's operat:ion when said other user's working 
situation image photograpned by a camera disposed on 
the terminal device is received and displayed. 

16. The distributed office system according to 
claim 3, further comprisimg: 

indicating means for I indicating an organization on 
the screen in which the virtual single-room offices of 
the users belonging to the same organization are 
displayed in the same virtiual office area; and 

moving means for movilng said screen to the virtual 
office area of the different organization in accordance 
with the indication. 



17. The distributed bffice system according to 
claim 14, further comprising: 

referring means for referring to profile 
concerning a screen displav- ability of a portable 
information terminal registered in said server devices- 
generating means for generating optimum display 
data for screen display of said portable information 
terminal by said server deyice; and 

transmitting means fot transmitting the generated 
display data to said portalDle information terminal, 
wherein 

said portable informaj: 
of the virtual single-room 



ion terminal displays images 
office, a virtual office 



\ 
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area and a user common space ar^ in accordance with 
said received display data. 




18. The distributed ofyice system according to 
claim 1, wherein said chara/ter information concerning 
the working situation is inputted by a telephone set 
ten key, in addition to said terminal device. 

^\ / 19. The distributed office systei]/ according to 
claim 1, wherein said server device Comprises: 

time setting means for settii>& a user's standard 
working time; and 

sound instruction sending means for sending an 
instruction for melody souj^ to said terminal device, 
and 

said terminal deyice comprises; 
a sound source/device; and 

ringing means for receiving said sent instruction 
for the melody/sound to ring the melody sound at a work 
start time, /& lunch break start time, a lunch break end 
time, a w;z^rk end time, and a core time end time for an 
ordinal?^ working user. 




20. The distributed ofttLce system according to 
claim 1, wherein said serveij^ device comprises: 

setting means for settang a user's standard rest 
time or a rest interval td/ne; and 



# # 
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sound instruc-tion sendipg means for sending an 
instruction for melody sound/ to said terminal device, 
and 

said terminal device c<[)mprises 
a sound source device; and 

ringing means for receiving said sent instruction 
for the melody sound to ring a rest promoting melody 



sound for urging a worker's 



rest . 
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21. A method of managtLng a distributed office 
system provided with terminbl devices installed for a 
plurality of users, and a sJerver device connected to 
the terminal devices via a communication channel for 
displaying information conderning the other user on a 
screen of the terminal dev4ce of said user in the 
distributed office system, Icomprising the steps of: 

collectively displaying an information aggregate 
of at least three types ofj information including an 
other user's working situepzion image, character 
information concerning the other user's working 
situation, and a diagram flmage indicating an other 
user's virtual single-roam office as said information 
concerning the other usep on the screen of the terminal 
device of said user. 



22. The distributed of f ice £tystem managing method 

rrfinMsoe si 



according to claim 21, wher 



"Step of displaying 
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said information concerning the other user's working 
situation comprises disi^ayij?^ the information 
concerning the pluraliyCy of^se\s including the user 
himself and the othe/ user in a virtual office area 
disposed on said soreen. 

(^/^ 23. The distributed office syi^em managing method 
rding to claim 22, wherein selecting of the user to 
be displayed in said virtual offic/e area, and changing 
of arrangement of a display posiyion of the information 
concerning the user are performefd by a specific user, 




24. The distributed offifce system managing method 
according to claim 22, whereiA said step of displaying 
said information concerning -ehe other user * s working 
situation comprises displaya/ng a virtual user common 
space area including a meeting room, a training room, a 
data room, or a lounge with said virtual office area on 
the screen of said terminal device. 



25. The distributefl office system managing method 
according to claim 21, Wherein said character 
information concerning ithe working situation includes 
at least one of a user/s name, a present working 
situation and an operaftion content, a reason why the 
user is not working ^d a place where the user is, and 
a future working schedule. 
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26, 



The distributed 



office system managing method 



according to claim 21, wherein when telephone 
communication is performed via a telephone channel 
board disposed in said server device, said step of 
displaying said information concerning the other user's 
working situation comprises displaying character 
information indicating thaf: the user is on the 
telephone as said character information concerning the 
other user's working situamon. 

27. The distributed office system managing method 



in said step of displaying 
the other user ' s working 
did other user is resting. 



according to claim 21, where 
said information concerning 
situation comprises, when s 

not displaying said other user's working situation 
image, and displaying an image indicating that said 
other user is resting. 

28, The distributed o::fice system managing method 
according to claim 21, furtlier comprising the steps of: 

selecting said other user's virtual single-room 
office on said screen; 

inputting visitation tb said selected other user's 



virtual single-room office; 



inside of the virtual singl 



user on 



and 



when said visitation is inputted, displaying the 



e-room office of a visited 



the screen of the terminal device of a visitor. 
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wherein 

-toe screen in which the inside of the virtual 
single-r\om office of said visited user is displayed 
includes ^visited user's working situation image, and 
a diagram image meaning fittings or fixtures of the 
visited user A 

29. The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, further comprising the steps of: 

selecting said other user's virtual single-room 
office on said screen; 

inputting visitation to said selected other user's 
virtual single-room office; and 

when said visitatVon is inputted, displaying the 
inside of the virtual single-room office of a visitor 
on the screen of the terminal device of a visited user, 
wherein \ 

the screen in which tne inside of the virtual 
single-room office of said Visitor is displayed 
includes a visitor's workingX situation image, a diagram 
image meaning visitor's fittings or fixtures, and a 
diagram image indicating an entrance door to the 
office, and said visitor's working situation image is 
displayed in a window portion of\the door. 

30. The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 21, further companLsing the steps of: 
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selecting said ot:he]p user's virtual single-room 
office on said screen; 

inputting visitatioA or telephone to said selected 
other user's virtual single-room office; and 

when the visitation br the telephone to said other 
user's virtual single-roofci office is inputted, making 
telephone calls to telephone subscriber numbers 
registered beforehand of Both the users via a telephone 
channel board by said ser\ABr device, so that telephone 
communication can be realiped between the users. 



31. The distributed dffice system managing method 
according to claim 21, furtVier comprising the steps of: 
converting a user ' s im^ge photographed by a camera 
15 disposed on said terminal device to a compressed image 
with a predetermined number of pixels; and 

transmitting the conver|ted image to said server 
device; 

generating a reduced cc 
20 the number of pixels of the Received image by said 
server device; 

transmitting the genera-fted reduced compressed 
image to said terminal device; and 

displaying said transmitlbed reduced compressed 
25 image as said other user's working situation image in 
the screen of said terminal divice. 



ipressed image by reducing 
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32. The distributed office system managing method 
according to claim 28, furthir comprising the steps of: 

converting a user's ima^e photographed by a camera 
disposed on said terminal device to a compressed image 
with a predetermined number <pf pixels; 

transmitting the conver-^ed image to said server 
device; and 

transmitting the compressed image of the visited 
user to the visitor's terminajl device by said server 
device . 



33. The distributed office system managing method 



according to claim 29, further 
converting a user's image 



disposed on said terminal device to a compressed image 



with a predetermined number of 

transmitting the converted 
device; and 

transmitting the compressejd image of the visited 
user to the visitor's terminal 
device - 



comprising the steps of : 
photographed by a camera 



pixels ; 
image to said server 



device by said server 



34. The distributed of fide system managing method 
according to claim 21, wherein when the working 
situation image of the other us|er using a portable 
terminal device having no cameria as said terminal 
device is displayed, said step bf displaying said 



m m 
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information concerning thel other user ' s working 
situation comprises displaying a user's image 
registered beforehand in said server device. 

35. The distributed (iff ice system managing method 
according to claim 21, whedein said step of displaying 
said information concerning! the other user's working 
situation comprises the stebs of: receiving said other 
user's working situation imkge photographed by a camera 
disposed on the terminal device; and displaying the 



image in a frame rate set by 



36. The distributed of 



according to claim 23, further comprising the steps of: 
indicating an organization on the screen on which 
the virtual single-room offipes of the users belonging 
to the same organization ar^ displayed in the same 
virtual office area; and 

moving said screen to l|he virtual office area of 
the different organization :j.n accordance with the 
indication . 



a user's operation. 



fice system managing method 



37 



The distributed o 



ifice system managing method 



according to claim 34, furtltier comprising the steps of: 

referring to profile concerning a screen display 
ability of a portable inforn^tion terminal registered 
in said server device; 
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genera-ting optimum c isplay data for screen display 
of said portable information terminal by said server 
device; and 

transmitting the generated display data to said 
portable information terninal, wherein 

said portable inf orifiation terminal displays images 
of the virtual single-room office, a virtual office 
area and a user common s] )ace area in accordance with 
said received display daxa. 

\ 

38. The distributed j of f ice system managing method 
according to claim 21, whisrein said character 
information concerning th3 working situation is 
inputted by a telephone ^et ten key, in addition to by 
said terminal device. 



39, 



The distribute I 



office system managing method 



according to claim 21, CDmprising the steps of: 

setting a user's standard working time by said 



sound by said terminal 
sound source device the 



a work end time, and a 



on for melody sound to said 



server device; 

sending an instruc-fic 
terminal device, and 

receiving said sent instruction for the melody 

device to ring by an attached 
melody sound at a work start 



time, a lunch break start time, a lunch break end time. 



core time end time for an 
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ordinary workinb user. 

40- The distributed office system managing method 
according to clakm 21, comprising the steps of: 

setting a uker's standard rest time or a rest 
interval time by 1 said server device; 

sending an instruction for melody sound to said 
terminal device; land 

receiving sakd sent instruction for the melody 
sound by said terlninal device to ring a rest promoting 
melody sound for lirging a worker's rest by an attached 
sound source devi<i;e. 



